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THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


1o the Legislature : 


I herewith submit the several annual reports, from an 
examination of which, you will learn that the affairs to which 
they relate have been, during the past year, so administered 
as to reflect great credit upon the gentlemen having them in 
charge. It seems neither necessary nor proper for me to make 
lengthy extracts from these reports, as they will be before you 
for reference, and copies thereof will be by you extensively 
circulated among your constituents for their informatfon. 

There are many reforms which would, in my opinion, cori- 
tribute to our welfare as a state, but, as they generally involve 
a change of the constitution, I refrain from recommending 
them to your present consideration, in the belief that before 
many years, the people will decide ta call a convention to 
revise that instrument, and change it in several important 
particulars. For the same reason, ands in, view of the fact that 
the last legislature provided for the publication of a fall digest 
of the laws, I do not advise a revision of the statutęs at present, 

I am glad to be able to say to you that the healthy. condi- 
tion of our state affairs indicates a necessity for but little gen- 
eral legislation, and I trust you will abstain, so far as possible, 
trom that which is purely private-and. local, when the relief 
sought can be attained under general laws. Such‘#ttion orf 
your part will inaugurate a reform which will meet, with, tha 
hearty approval of the people. 

Heretofore it has been customary for the governor.-to. act 
upon bills at any time within three days after the'adjournment 
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of the legislature, I have, upon reflection, come to. dow ibt, t the 
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legality of such proceeding, and, in order to avoid the consė 
guences of a hurried adjournment, I deem it my duty to in- 
form you that no bills will be considered by the executive 
after your honorable body shall have been adjourned, You 
will therefore seethe neceasity of“ perfecting all legislation so 
as to render such consideration of, and action upon, the same 
possible before the hour of adjournment. Those who remem- 
ber the result of the hasty adjournment of the last legislature 
will see the imperative necessity for this change. 


FINANCIAL. 


The exhibit made by the financial reports is gratifying: 


STATE DEBT. ; 

The present indebtedness of the State is ........... iana iaa kasi $2, 252,057 00 
Of which there is due to the school fund...............-.... $1,534,700 00 „li 
Normal School fund. .......... ak aaa aaa cece er aaa karosas 448,500 00... .. cee e eee 
University fund........ ccc ceee sdbveee ee esesessesseeregeee 104,000 00 Liusi 
Total due to the educational fands.........sssesresseseerese 2,084,200 00 Lai 
State bonds outstanding ............. ccc cece cece aaa ence eee 167,800 00 ...... ee eee 
Currency receipts outstanding.. LJL aaa aaa saaa BT00: sus tale: 

Total......... kessens E PE E E E an. sb E E EET $2, 252, 057 00 


Showing a reduction of $27,000 during the year. 

State bonds, to the amount of $206,800, have been purchased 
with trust funds for investment, canceled and certificates of 
indebtedness issued in lieu of them, according to law. All of 
the outstanding bėnds will undoubtedly be absorbed by these 
funds this year. 

The receipts and disbursements of the general fund, during 
the last fiscal year, were as follows: 


REOEIPTS. 
From counties, state tax and tax on SUItS..........c cece ee eee ee $885,809 1% ....... is 
Railroad companies, taxes ..... PAEAS enun ews NEIE . 225,784 51 an PER 
Plankroads, taxes...... sis Meine wie See's bain ea Word Sie SNe a was we eb iais 11947 iki ees 
Telegraph companies, taxes ........ eadelalies S Las Seeees BBI 75 usreseeso ie 
Insurance companies, taxes and license fee8......sesrsssose ooe 65, 787 68... aes 
State bonds, dues from banks... 2.0... . cece cece cece pakaks anna 5,485 00 ....... cee 
National banks, taxes.,..... Žiede Kasas TOP E EET 948 78 unie iva 
Hawkers.and paddlers, UQonses.yer.cssecceseesecpeerticcarsces  DTIO BT mei 
Migcellaneous sources Jee es pra pane a asa a Sarees aiis 9,274 02 Seales Ks 


Tėtai receipts... SeseseEES aes sesesevssescesses ess sessseses eves > „SALA USS 4+4LA400 $982, 870 90 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Salaries and permanent apptopriations ..................e.eeeee $73, 678 38 ow... eee 
Legislative expenses for 1868 ......... T S 81,488 78... 
State Prison and Charitable institutions..... Lsd Hee vs» 856,589 15 .0.......... 
Btate Capitol, extension and repairs ............ 2 ccc eee een eens 60,801 47 ..........., 
Interest on state debt........... rayas PEENE E ER E aks 167,719 76 ou... eee 
Miscellaneous, printing, clarks, labor, fuel, bounties, publish- 
E CNT E T, 208, 886 28... 
. he — i 
Total „LLP aa Salas Vai a Na ASS wh eee aaa jan ata SS $946, B18 6 
Balance in the fūnd, September 30, 1868..........0..2.seeees ava aie eile sis $44, 048 38 
Balance in the state treasury, September 80, 1868, belonging to all the va- 
rions Nds... eerror esis bse. idee: as secede aut es asis $153, 830 63 


Every proper demand against the state has'been promptly 
paid upon presentation, there having been at all times suffi- 
cient funds in the treasury. 

The Secretary of State estimates the necessary expenditures 
from she general fund, from October 1, 1868, to December 81, 
1869, “fifteen months, as follows: 


Salaries and permanent appropriations.,....... Aaaa saaa saaa rasa kaminas $71,200 06 
Legislative expenses. . SURE ERAS is Pe ERG i ia See a KS 80, 580 00 
State Prison and Charitable ‘institutions TS 205, 000 00 
Appropriations for 1868, not paid. .s.........ressesosserovesessseceeeseecassa 208, ITT TB 
Clerks and employeeB...s.serssesiessespsssseraso ao S used est Season 47%, 100 00 
Interest on state dobtes co ce scandens i aki a a a i 165, 000 00 
Miscellaneous, printing, publishing laws, Sonor, fuel, postage, &c, .... 96, 800 00 
Estimated expenditures for last quarter of 1869..... Nea teen ens eeec sees cee 43,000 00 

Total seis. ces S rere le iether ROERE ceeee $911, 887 78 


Estimated revenue for the same period : 


Balance in treasury, Oetaher 11808 eeen a saika Jaka pasilelna akan $44, 946 88 
State: tax for 18821 ia bcd Selects a is i sk a a Tae La a e as 544, 889 12 
State tax dye for 1867.. ...ccvrecyncccsccacvenssacccccerctaceveccssuseccsass , 21,151 70 
Railroad companies, license ............. AT died ced Satie ae ais 225, 000 00 
Telegraph and plankroad companies... .......esssessssesorsssaseoseesesssees 700 00 
Peddlers’ licensed „„Laa, Lanko on kane vėsa aaa aa ao aa ans oro 10, 000 00 
Tax on suits ........... Saias S Suka saeco we TAER EE ospis eas 2,600 00 
Tnsurance companies, tax and license....... PTAA E AAA 65, 000 00 
‘Miscellaneous sources......... r A PS 7,000 00 
Banks, installmentg due ......... PE EER EE T TTT 1,000 00 

Total, vccasaasteetheeees ET ENNET P SS AN seres.. $011,787 20 


Tt will be seen that the estimated expenditures and reyenues 
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are nearly equal in amount. Great care should be exercised in 
making appropriations, the payment of which, this year, is not 
provided for, lest such a deficiency be created in the general 
fund as will embarass the state finances, 

The Secretary also gives an estimate of revenues and ex- 
penditures for 1870, it being necessary for you to provide the 
means for debaying, tlie expenses for that year, by,tax or other- 
wise: 


Hxpenditures....ucesevesceceetecees aaa is Paaa $058, 200 00 


Reoyonü Baarda sakai ina Ki si ss ie i kis AEEA N TE ATES 818, 800 00 
To bexraiged by stata tax „2... Nianis sande ui weve sates į arte elie. 3839, 900 00 
: : Pe seins diane 


He suggests that a State tax of $350,000 be levied „2t the 
commencement of the session, and that the provisions of secs 
tion 2, of chapter 112 of the general laws of 1808 be applied, 
so far as is practicable, to any appropriation in excess gf this 
estimate. That law authorizes him to levy a tax sufficient to 
provide for the payment of all appropriations, Believing that 
it will greatly facilitate legislation, I concur in the suggestion. 

There was expended from the governor's contingent fund 
during the past year the sum of $1,198.20. Balance in the 
fund January 1, 1869, $1,112.54, 

From the appropriations for the payment of expenses inci- 
dent to the transportation of the British Patent Office Reports, 
donated to State Historical Society, there has been expended 
the sum of $524.53. The society’s collection of books and 
pamphlets now numbers thirty-five thousand volumes, and is 
of such character as would reflect great credit upon any com- 
munity. 

The efforts to secure a final settlement of the claim against 
the Federal government on account of expenses incurred in 
connection with the war, have not ceased. Explanations have 
been made.answering the objections of the auditing officers at 
Washington, so far as is now possible, and it is confidently éx- 
pected: that a large portion ofthe claim will be allowed during 
this year. 
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The State Treasurer calls attention to the fact that but 
$1,075.78 were paid into the treasury last year, as the clear 
proceeds of all fines for violations of the penallaws, Several 
of the most populous counties made no payments of this 
charactér, It is believed that full returns have not been made 
in all cases, 


TAXATION, 


Ry 


Your attention is called to the views . presented by the Seo- 
retary of State in his report relative to proposed amendments 
to the laws relating to the-assessment and collection of taxes, 
The frequent amendment of these laws-in past years has been 
a source of very great embarrassment to the people. Before 
they could possibly become conversant with the general work- 
ing of a law, important changes have been made, rendering 
those: who-are affected thereby uncertain as to their duties and 
responsibilities. Any important amendment which may seem 
‘necessary ought to be very carefully considered.before enacted, 
lest we again fall into the same trouble, The valuation of 
real and personal property, as equalized for 1867, was $196,- 
851,160;97. .Valuatidn-as established by State Board of As- 
sessors for 1868, 244;440,774,00. Increase in valuation $47,- 
589,618,03: The actual value-is probably not less than $870,- 
000,000,00, as appears from returns made to the EB of 
State, 


BANKS. 


The amendment.to the banking law, abolishing the office of 
Bank Comptroller, and devolving the duties thereof upon the 
State Treasurer, was ratified by the -people-at the last general 
election... At the same election there were submitted -ten 
charters, authorizing the establishment of savibgs banks, which 
were-not ratified. ‘The necessity for.savings banks is not de- 
nied. by any one, and if a general law, providing for undoubted 
gėcurity to depositors, under which such institutions ean-or- 
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ganize, shall be by you submitted to the people, there will be 
little or no opposition to it. 

The report of the Bank Comptroller shows that but sixteen 
banks are now doing business under the banking law, with an 
aggregate capital of $525,000,00, and $15,453 circulation out- 
standing. Thirty-eight banks with an aggregate circulation of 
$40,028,00, are being wound up, and their affairs finally settled. 
The State Treasurer reports that the sum of $60,000 will 
probably be realized by the State, on account of the tax on 
National banks, under the provisions of chapter 400 of the 
general laws of 1865, that law having been declared consti- 
tutional by the Supreme Court of this State. 2 


EDUCATIONAL, 


The people look at the close of each year, with peculiar 
interest, for the results of our educational system, and no one 
doubts that those results fully vindicate the wisdom of that 
system, which offers to every child in the land ample facilities 
for acquiring knowledge. Those who have during the past 
year been entrusted with the immediate charge of our educa- 
tional affairs, school officers and teachers, have not grown 
weary in well doing, but have labored with unflagging zeal 
for the benefit of the youth committed to their care. ' Wiscon- 
sin is making commendable progress in this direction. Our 
common schools are each year steadily improving; our Uni- 
versity is now an object of just pride to the people, and the’ 
various private institutions of learning are efficiently co-ope- 
rating with the state schools for the general good. 

The cause of education must not languish in this state for 
want of hearty support, and our efforts must not be relaxed 
until we occupy a foremost position among the states, famed 
for successful educational endeavors. 

The report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, al- 
ways an interesting and valuable document, is very „full and 
complete. T especially call your attention to his recommenda- 
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tion for a change from the district, to the. township system of 
school government, in which I concur, believing that it will 
secure a more efficient and economical management of schools. 
"Statistics show that, during the past year 50,000 children of 
the proper age did not attend school, Those who have the 
guardianship of our youth have no right to allow them to grow 
up in ignorance, There i is no good reason for thus neglecting 
one of the most important and sacred duties of the citizen. 

By so doing they are inflicting a positive and lasting injury 
upon the state and nation. „Aš one means of correcting this 
great evil, I concur in the suggestion of the Superintendent, 
that at least one half of the income of the school fund be ap- 
portioned upon the basis of attendance upon school. 
Wherever such a system has been adopted the attendance has 
greatly increased. There was expended by the people during 
last year for public school purposes $1,791,940.52 being $7.19 
for each pupil registered as having attended school. 


Total prodnetive school f0nd.......csssccccevecvecsvevecsentyseteceteussess $2, 205, 486 88 
Receipts of the school fund income last fiscal year........s.veveeveevsveeees 178, 288 78 
Apportioned by Superintendent of Public Insttuctlon.......... cece eee ees 118, T10 47 
Number of publiė schools in the state.......ssesessenseeneveseperesrsesssse 5, 000 
Number of children attending public Bschool. ..... cee eect na saaa aaa 249, 007 


Number of acres of school land held by the state for sale...) 461, 461 


The Normal Schools at Platteville and Whitewater are meet- 
ing the expectations of those interested in education, and from 
the number of persons who seek admission to the normal de- 
partments, the advantages of such schools seem to be justly 
appreciated by those who are preparing themselves for teach- 
ing. The erection of the Normal Schpal building at Oshkosh 
will be commenced immediately. It will be completed and the 
school opened as soon as practicable. 

The Regents have expended a portion of, the funds at their 
disposal in aiding teachers’ institutes, which have been of very 
great advantage to the teachers of the State. 


Total productive Normal School fund...:................ kana Lis lean sees $625,294 11 
Receipts of the income fund last fiscal year......... eat Se aia šiai se 57,776 20 
Balance in the income fund. September 80, 1908.....4...scclesseccsecccevesvces 21,792 60 
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There is now held by the State, for sale, 810,667 acres of 
land belonging to the Normal School fund. 

T can best present the condition of the State University by 
quoting from the report of the Hon. Edward Salomon, Presi- 
dent of the Board of University Regents, He says: 


“Itis with unfeigned pleasure and satisfaction that I make the announcement that the 
efforts of those to whom the management of the University has beén confided have been 
crowned with success during the past year, and that the condition of the institution is 
highly favorable, and its affairs, and the results go far attained are satisfactory and full of 
promise for the future. ‘This is mainly due to the ability, energy and incessant labors of 
President Chadbourne, to whom the Regents And the people of the State are under lasting 
obligations, He has had the interests of the institution at heart, in every one of its 
many and different departnients, and he and his corps of professors and’ instructors have 
labored. zealonsly, ably and successfully in the discharge of their duties.’ 


During the last collegiate year 894 students have been in 
attendance, Departments of law, agriculture, and engineering 
and military tactics have been established, adding greatly to 
the educational advantages of the institution. As to its needs 
I again quote from the Regents’ report. 


“ The principal and most pressing need of the University is still felt to be, (more 
pressingly even than last year, because of the increase of students) an increase of room 
and accomodations for students, The University must have another building. Itis 
impossible to put upsuch a building from its own resources, and it has therefore to - 
rely upon the generosity of the state to furnish the means, Without another building 
the University cannot expand, as it surely will with enlarged. accmodations.” 


Gentlemen, the University is on the road to perfect success. 
Tt cannot, however, reach the goal without assistance, and for 
the required aid it can look only to the state. We can make 
it the peer of any institution of learning in the land by simply 
giving it the means to perfect its departments, aid proper 
buildings for the accommodation of students. Knowing that 
you justly appreciate its value to the youth of the state, I 
‘commend it to your fostering care, earnestly seconding the reco- 
mendations and suggestions of the Regents’ report. 


Total productive university fund...... Lis sai a a Zdebskis 2199, 488 14 
Total productive agricultural college fund..,...... siana tsas cocecocesseees 14,488 40 
Dane county bonds belonging to this fund......2...0.00+- įeina ia ceed ie „ 41,000 00 
Receipts of the university fund Income, 1868............eeseeeeees ese PN « 27,658 88: 
Disþursements Lu i ce deis o ika ss k o deapessecmetsesccresennteny 31,120 49 
Balance in this fund ........ cea eee cece cece sere cseanetesees sennnenenteve wee 2,148 43 


Disbursements of experimental farm fund, Papers saaa ore ya aka nas „ , 5,818 4£ 


INEB acres of university land, valued at....s...peressoaressservassensseesees $31, 885 
‘219,787 acres of agricultural college lands valued at... kaka kaka asas 214, BU 
Remain unsold. Total valuation of these lands. ........cceceeececesvece ores $306, 556 


BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS, 


The people have every reason to be well satisfied with the 
manner in which the various benevolent institutions are an- 
swering the purposes for which they were established. 

The gentlemen composing the different boards of trustees 
and managers, have, ‘as usual, displayed great earnestness and 
zeal in laboring for the well being of their respective insti- 
tutions, 

The work on the new wing of the Institute for the Educa- 
tion of the Blind is progressing satisfactorily, and will ‘probably 
be completed this year. When so completed the structure will 
be in all respects such as we may well be proud ‘of, Sixty 
pupils have been in attendance during the past year, ata cost 
of $18,299 95 for current expenses, 

The enlargement of the Hospital for the-Insane has been 
completed. The building affords accommodation for 350 
patients, It is a, magnificent structure, well adapted to the 
care of its unfortunate inmates, Three hundred and fifty-five 
patients received treatment therein last year, $61,820 12 were 
expended for current expenses. Not less than four hundred 
insane persons in the state.still remain without proper care 
and treatment. They are.in our jails, poor houses and private 
‘dwellings. Every sentiment of humanity dictates that there 
should be another hospital erected for their accommodation ; ; 
therefore, T recommend that you take the necessary steps to 
locate the same this year, so that the building may be com- 
menced in 1870. 

Ninety-five ‘pupils received instruction: i in the Institute for 
the education of the Deaf and Dumb, during; „the year 5, four- 
tecr having graduated. An effort is being made to ‘teach the 
dumb io speak, with:encouraging prospects ‘of success. The 
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institute building is now complete, with the necessary shops and 
outhouses. The current expenses for 1868 amounted to oui - 
865 38. 

Upon the Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home’ are fixed the warm 
affections of those who loved the cause for which our army 
fought. The trustees are endeavoring to have the institution 
so conducted as to render it as much like a “home” as is 
possible,.and will spare no pains in that direction. By the re- 
moval of the school to the new building, completed last month, 
the capacity of the institution is increased to 800, Contrary 
to our expectations there are many applications for admission 
on file, which, for want of room, must be denied. This ought 
not to be. No orphan of a Wisconsin soldier should be al- 
lowed to suffer. The people are anxious and willing to expend 
any sum of money necessary to prevent it, feeling that in 
so doing they are paying but a tithe of the debt due to the 
children of those who fell while defending the Union. Ar- 
rangements should be made immediately for the care and edu- 
cation of all such as require it., There was appropriated in 
1868 for current expenses, and payment of deficiency $40,000. 

1 have heretofore recommended the establishment cf a state 
school for the education of imbecile and idiotic children. The 
last legislature, after a full investigation of the subject, passed 
a bill providing for such a school, but, in consequence of the 
failure to present the same to the presiding officers of the two 
houses for their signatures, it did not become a law. It has 
been so completely demonstrated in other’ states that a vast 
amount of good can be accomplished by such an institution, 
that the people of this state, always ready to lead the van in 
philanthropic enterprises, ‘will heartily endorse similar action 
by you. 

As required by chapter 165, gener laws of 1868, I appoint- 
ed, as members of the “visiting committee of the State,” Sen- 
ators George C. Hazleton, Nelson Williams and SatterleeClark, 
and Assemblymen A. G. Kellam, A. J. Turner, Charles Pole, 
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D. W. Maxon, Luther Buxton and J. B. G. Baxter, all of whom 
met at the capitol and proceeded to visit the charitable and 
penal institutions of the State. The report of the committee 
will be laid before you in due tirne. 


STATE PRISON. 


The State Prison Commissioner has initiated a system of 
manufactures for the employment ‘of the convicts, and reports 
such a degree of success as warrants the belief that in a short 
time the institution will be a source of revenue to, instead of 
a burden upon, the state. An appropriation of $40,000 is 
asked for, of which a large part'will bė used as a manufactur- 
ing capital. The religious exercises, the school, the abolition 
of the parti-colored dress and the general humane treatment of 
the prisoners alluded to in the Commissioner's report, as among 
the reformatory measures adopted in the prison, are undoubt- 
edly having a good effect upon the convicts. 

It is gratifying to learn from the prison statistics, that, not- 
withstanding this state has greatly‘increased in population dur- 

„ing the last ten years, commitments to the prison have decreas- 
ed; but 184 convicts being there confined on the first day of 
October, 1868. 


REFORM SCHOOL. 


The Reform School is in excellent condition. The addi- 
tional buildings are completed, and the school is now prepared 
to enter more successfully upon the work of reforming such 
children as may be committed to its care. The number in the 
school during the past year was 227, The current expenses 
for the year 1868 amounted to $26,761.67. All those who are 
sent to this school are more unfortunate than criminal, and are 
entitled to our sympathy; but one class of its -inmates, in par- 
ticular, are the innocent victims of a great injustice They 
are very young, arè guilty of no crime, and are convicted ` 
solely because they are homeless and friendless, upon charge 


14 


of vagrancy, and sent to an institution intended only for the 
reformation of evil doers. I trust that you will provide some 
means for the removal of this class of children to a more ap- 
propriate home, and so amend the law as to prevent the repe- 
tition of this wrong. The institution is a good school for those 
who, for any cause, require the healthy discipline there main- 
tained; but it is not the proper place to send those whose mis- 
fortune, not crime, is that they are homeless orphans. 


INDUSTRIAL. 


While this-is, in the main, an agricultural state, other im- 
portant interests are growing rapidly in our midst, and enlist- 
ing the energies of a mostactive and enterprising class of men. 
The hum of the waterwheel upon our numerous streams, the 
various manufacturing establishments, springing ‘up in nearly 
every town, the city of Milwaukee alone having over $19,000,- 
000.00 invested therein, the vigorous development of our val- 
uable mines and quarries, the activity displayed in our pineries, 
all tell of a day, not distant, when the labor of the state will 
beso diversified as to vastly multiply its wealth and resources, 
and present additional attractions to those seeking homes in 
the west. 

The state and county Agricultural Societies continue to be 
active agents in furthering all industrial pursuits, and should, 
as heretofore, receive a reasonable- measure of assistance from 
the state: The State Horticultural . Society has entered with 
energy upon its work, and will be of great benefit to the peo- 
ple, by disseminating valuable information, gathered from dis- 
cussions and practical experiments. It, also; is entitled to 


such aid from the state as will enable it to extend its sphere 
of usefulness. i 


The Commissioners appointed to represent the state at the 
Universal Exposition, held at Paris, in 1867, satisfactorily 
discharged the duties devolved upon. them, and the President 
of the Commission has made a valuable report, | 
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I have received two bronze medals, with diplomas, which 
were awarded to the state for its collections of cereals and 
minerals exhibited atthe Exposition, The State Agricultural 
Society was awarded a similar medal and diploma for its dis- 
play of cereals. 

Knowing the people of this state to be deeply interested in 
the efforts being made, to discover causes and preventives of 
cattle diseases; now so prevalent:in our. country, I appointed 
President Paul A. Chadbourne of the State University, and 
Hon. B. R. Hinkley, President of the State Agricultural So- 
ciety, as commissioners to represent the state in the conven- 
tion recently held at Springfield, Illinois, to: consider, and 
excite interest in the investigation of, that subject. I commend 
to your attention the suggestions in their report, which is here- 
with laid before you. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


A thorough geological survey of this state is much needed. 
Could we present to the world a scientific and comprehensive 
aceount of our vast mineral and agricultural ‘resources, it 
would draw hither, within a few years, millions of dollars of 
capital for investment. In such an investigation of her hidden 
sources of wealth, Wisconsin is far behind the neighboring 
states of the northwest. If it is not deemed best to provide 
for such a survey without further information, I respectfally 
suggest that a competent committee be appointed to investigate, 
and fully report to the next legislature, upon the necessities 
of the state in this direction. -Such investigation and report 
can probably be had at little or no expense, `. 


. IMMIGRATION, 


During the past year, Wisconsin has received her fall share of 
those who have come from the old world to find homes in the 
new. The state board of Immigration lias caused to be pub- 
lished, and widely circulated in other:states and countries. 20,- 
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000 copies of a pamphlet, in several languages, giving ac- 
curate-and valuable information regarding the state. The 
members of the board are assured that by their efforts large 
numbers of immigrants have been induced to settle in this 
state, and will energetically continue their labors the presnt 
year. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


A complete survey of the Wisconsin river by the United 
States engineer department, under the immediate charge of 
Major General G. K. Warren, has shown that its channel can 
be so improved, at a very moderate expense, as to furnish un- 
impeded navigation to boats of sufficient tonnage to meet the 
demands of commerce. That the improvement should be 
completed at as early a day as practicable does not admit of a 
doubt. It is a work which is clearly national in its character, 
reaching out to, and affecting the commercial interests of many | 
States, binding together by a navigable channel the Missis- 
sippi river and the great lakes, and furnishing the much needed 
naval highway which will connect nearly all the navigable 
waters of the Union. This enterprise has received the serious 
attention of the authorities and people of many States for 
several years, and it now seems certain that the Federal gov- 
ernment will enter in earnest upon the work and complete it. 
I shall have occasion to communicate with you further upon 
this important subject. 

I again recommend that you give your influence in aid of 
the immediate construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad. 
The necessity for this road is apparent without argument. 

Seventy miles of the military road from Fort Howard to 
the Michigan state line have been completed, and accepted by 
the State. 

No further steps haye been taken, during the past year, rela- 
tive to the proposed improvement of Rock river. I regard 
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this as an enterprise of immense importance to the state, and, 
as such, commend it to your favorable attention. 

The prospect of greatly increased railroad facilities within 
the state is certainly gratifying, Several roads are being ex- 
tended, and new ones projected, with every reasonable assur- 
ance of completion. The extension of the lines from Sun 
Prairie to Madison, from Sheboygan to Fond du Lac, from 
Calamine to Platteville, from Omro to Winneconne, will add 
' much to the convenience of trade and travel. Recently the 
first division of the West Wisconsin railway has been opened 
from Tomah to Black River Falls. This is a most important 
road, and its progress will be watched with great interest by 
all who are pleased to see the products cf the vast and fertile 
northwest afforded greater facilities for reaching eastern mar- 
kets, „A rapid increase in wealth and population of the coun- 
. ties through which is passes will follow its completion. 

There are now nearly 1100 miles of railroad operated within 
this state, the gross receipts of which, last year, amounted to 
$7,531.810,63, as shown by their reports. 

The lands granted by Congress in 1856 to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Hudson to Lake Superior were by 
the state granted to the St. Croix & Lake Superior Railroad 
Company, which corporation has not completed the road, nor 
any part of it The settlement of the counties in which the 
lands thus granted are located has been greatly retarded by 
reason of their withdrawal from market. In fact the grant has 
thus far been a positive injury to the state. The interests of 
the northwestern portion of the state demand that this road 

‘should be constructed at the earliest day possible. The time 
limited by the act of Congress for its construction expires next 
May, and the lands granted will then revert to the United 
States, I therefore recommend that you ask Congress to extend 
the time, and that you take such action as will effectually 
guard against further delay, and will bring the lands included 


in the grant immediately into market, for sale to actual set- . 
2 
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tlers. Iam un-officially informed that responsible parties are 
ready to give ample security to the state that the work shall 
be vigorously pushed. It is due to the people that you insist 
upon such terms and security as will place the early comple- 
tion of this road beyond a doubt. 


„ STATE CAPITOL. 


The rotunda ot the state capitol is now completed, and a 
contract has been entered into with C. S. Rankin & Co., of Cin- 
cinnati, for the erection of the dome, for the sum of $90,000; 
the work to be completed on or before the first day of Decem- ° 
ber next. It is now only necessary to provide for the comple- 
tion of the corridors of the basement, excavation of proper 
coal vaults, and for finishing off a sufficient number of commit- 
tee rooms to meet the requirements of the legislative commit- 
tees. All of which can be accomplished this year, if the 
requisite: authority be conferred upon the building commis, | 
sioners. When the dome is finished, the capitol will have cost 
the sum of $528,315,60. Since 1860 the state has expended 
$1,200,000 for the erection of public buildings. 


IN MEMORIAM. 


The, remains of the lamented Governor Louis P. Harvey 
rest in Forest Hill cemetery, near this city. Governor Harvey 
Jicd in the prime of his manhood, while ministering, with 
kindly care, to the wants of the suffering and dying soldiers of 
Wisconsin; a mission self-imposed and sacredly discharged. 
The state should erect a monument to his memory, which is 
very dear to the people. An appropriation for this purpose 
will, I know, be by all most heartily approved. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


The last legislature adopted the following joint resolution: 


Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring, That section five of article five of the 
aoustitution of the state of Wisconsin is amended to read as follows: - 


19 


Section 5, The governor shall receive during his continuance in office an annual com- 
pensation of five thousand dollars, which shall be in full for all traveling or other Sapenees 
incident to his duties; and 


Be u further resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring, That section nine of 
article five of the constitution of the state of Wisconsin is amended to read as follows: 
SxomoN 9. The lieutenant governor shall receive during his continuance in office an 
annual compensation of one thousand dollars. 
In justice to those who may be hereafter chosen to discharge 
the duties of the offices named, I recommend that you ratify ` 


this resolution, and provide for its submission to the people. 


CYRUS W. FIELD. 


In obedience to joint resolution number ten, 1867, I have 
caused to be prepared and transmitted to Cyrus W. Field a 
suitable gold medal, in recognition of his distinguished ser- 
vices in connection with the successful completion of the At- 
lantic cable, 


NATIONAL. 


The people have lately declared, in terms not to be mis- 
understood, in favor of the perfect maintenance of the nation’s 
faith, by the honest discharge of every dollar of its obligations. 
The only financial policy which they desire, and the only one 
which will receive their approbation, is that one, the under- 
lying principle of which is honesty and economy. Such a 
policy will soon enable us to return to a specie basis, and 
will carry us safely through all financial difficulties. Any 
other will cover the nation with disgrace, and entail upon 
generations to come a legacy of dishonor. "The national 
debt is a heavy burden upon the people, and now more 
than ever before retrenchment, and the most rigid economy 
should be the watch words of those who control our public 
affairs. Never in the history of this republic was it more 
necessary. 

Congress should, in my opinion, at an early day, submit 
to the several states an amendment to the Federal consti- 
tution, providing for an uniform rule of manhood suffrage 
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throughout the whole country. I believe such an amend- 
ment will be ratified, and be acceptable to the people. 

It is a source of satisfaction that the mode and terms of 
reconstruction of the states lately in rebellion have been so 
wisely determined upon by congress, and that such deter- 
mination, embodied in the laws relating thereto, has received 
the solemn sanction of the people at the’ballot box, and now 
has been supplied, by the popular voice, the only element 
wanting to the happy consummation of reconstruction, an ex- 
ecutive ready and willing to enforce obedience to the laws in 
all sections, and secure to every person, of whatever grade, hue, 
or condition, the rights which are inseparable from freedom. 
We may now consider the most important issues growing out 
of the rebellion as substantially settled. There is every war- 
rant for the hope that the people of the South, yielding to the 
properly expressed will of the majority, will now, and hence- 
forth, render a complete obedience to law, and that persecu- 
tion of freedmen, that murder and social ostracism of loyalists, 
organized rapine and lawlessness will vanish from that section 
forever. Should we, however, be disappointed in this just ex- 
pectation, should the spirit of rebellion and passion continue 
to show itself, we may rest assured that neither sympathy with 
treason nor imbecility will rule in the executive councils, but, 
thai the entire power of the nation will be vigorously used to 
vindicate the majesty of the nation’s laws. Further difficulty 
we would avoid; we desire, and will have perfect peace, and 
if the southern men will meet us in that spirit, friendship will 
come withit. Let the people of the South, no longer falsely re- 
garding us as their enemies, leave the “lost cause" where the fate | 
of battle left it, let them not only permit, but invite immigra- 
tion, afford protection and encouragement to every department 
of industry, apply themselves assiduously to the arts of peace, 
and speedily repair the ravages of war by developing the al- 
most boundless resources of their beautiful country. Let 
them join hands with us of the north, in brotherly grasp, ban- 
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ishing all prejudice and hatred, and heartily co-operate with 
us in the noble and patriotic endeavor to contribute to the 
honor, peace, glory and welfare of the whole of our common ` 
country. 


CONCLUSION, 

I cannot conclude this, my last annual message, without 
expressing, through you, to the people of this state, my heart- 
- felt thanks for the generous confidence with which they have 
so often honored me. During the several terms of office I 
have held by their suffrage, I have received from them a sup- 
port, sympathy and encouragment which has greatly aided me 
in the discharge of my official duties. If I shall have in the 
least degree contributed to the welfare and prosperity of the 
"state, during my connection .with the administration of its 
affairs, it will be to me a source of life long gratification. 

We have been blessed, as a people, far beyond the average * 
of mankind, and as a state have been prospered to a wonder- 
ful degree. Steeled to all sense of gratitude must be the 
‘heart of that citizen who does not Sincerely thank the Father 
of the Universe for the rich gifts He has bestowed upon use 
Let us so live as to merit the continuance of Divine favor, 
To His care, and the guidance of His wisdom I commend you 
in the performance of your duties as legislators and citizens, 
fervently praying that in the future, as in the past, God’s 
richest blessings may rest upon upon our beloved state and 
nation. 


LUCIUS FAIRCHILD. 
HXECUTIVE CHAMBER, January 14, 1869. 


